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April, 28th 2020 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Our 4th newsletter comes in a slightly reduced form with most of this year’s conferences 

cancelled or postponed due to the ongoing global pandemic, including our own UISPP 

congress (page 2). The XIX UISPP congress, including our two pyroarchaeology 

sessions, has been postponed to September 2021, but will still take place in Meknes. 

However, there still have been plenty of new pyroarchaeology papers published in the 

recent months (pages 2 to 5).  

We conclude our newsletter with an obituary for Ofer Bar-Yosef, written by one his 

former PhD students, Carolina Mallol (pages 6-7), and hope to bring you better tidings 

with our next newsletter. 

 

With our best wishes 

Carolina, Chris and Mareike* 

 

Contact us via Email pyroarchaeology@gmail.com 

Follow us on Twitter @pyroarchaeology 

Visit us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Pyroarchaeology-2265235893709367/ 

or on our UISPP commission website http://www.uispp.org/pyroarchaeology-0 

* responsible for this newsletter 

mailto:pyroarchaeology@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/pyroarchaeology
https://www.facebook.com/Pyroarchaeology-2265235893709367/
http://www.uispp.org/pyroarchaeology-0
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Conference News 

Due to the global pandemic most of this year’s conferences have been cancelled, including the 

Trial by Fire Conference at Liverpool University, and some have plans of going virtual instead 

(e.g. EAA and ESHE). The XIX UISPP congress in Meknes has been postponed to 2nd to 7th 

September, 2021, and the abstract submission deadline has also been postponed, to 31st 

March, 2021. This also means that there will be no meeting of our scientific commission this 

year. 

 

Publication News 

Allué, E., Mas, B., 2020. The meaning of Pinus sylvestris-type charcoal taphonomic markers in 

Palaeolithic sites in NE Iberia. J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 30, 102231. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102231 

Brittingham, A., Hren, M.T., Hartman, G., Wilkinson, K.N., Mallol, C., Gasparyan, B., Adler, D.S., 

2019. Geochemical Evidence for the Control of Fire by Middle Palaeolithic Hominins. 

Sci. Rep. 9, 1–7. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-019-51433-0 

Courty, M.-A., Allue, E., Henry, A., 2020. Forming mechanisms of vitrified charcoals in 

archaeological firing-assemblages. J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 30, 102215. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102215 

Craig, C., Collins, B., Nowell, A., Ames, C., 2020. The effects of heating ostrich eggshell on 

bead manufacturing: An experimental approach. J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 31, 102287. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102287 

Florin, S.A., Fairbairn, A.S., Nango, M., Djandjomerr, D., Marwick, B., Fullagar, R., Smith, M., 

Wallis, L.A., Clarkson, C., 2020. The first Australian plant foods at Madjedbebe, 65,000–

53,000 years ago. Nat. Commun. 11, 1–8. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-14723-0 

Henry, A., Coli, V.L., Valdeyron, N., Théry-Parisot, I., 2020. Old taphonomy issues, new 

charcoal data for Mesolithic contexts: Impact of fragment size and sampling context on 

the assemblages of Escabasses cave (SW France). J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 30, 102232. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102232 

Hoare, S., 2020. Assessing the Function of Palaeolithic Hearths: Experiments on Intensity of 

Luminosity and Radiative Heat Outputs from Different Fuel Sources. J. Paleolit. 

Archaeol. https://doi.org/10.1007/s41982-019-00047-z 
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Hoare, S., 2019. The possible role of predator–prey dynamics as an influence on early hominin 

use of burned landscapes. Evol. Anthropol. Issues News Rev. 1–8. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/evan.21807 

Iriarte, E., García-Tojal, J., Santana, J., Jorge-Villar, S.E., Teira, L., Muñiz, J., Ibañez, J.J., 

2020. Geochemical and spectroscopic approach to the characterization of earliest 

cremated human bones from the Levant (PPNB of Kharaysin, Jordan). J. Archaeol. Sci. 

Rep. 30, 102211. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102211 

Kozowyk, P.R.B., Poulis, J.A., 2019. A new experimental methodology for assessing adhesive 

properties shows that Neandertals used the most suitable material available. J. Hum. 

Evol. 137, 102664. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhevol.2019.102664 

Kraaij, T., Engelbrecht, F., Franklin, J., Cowling, R.M., 2019. A fiery past: A comparison of 

glacial and contemporary fire regimes on the Palaeo-Agulhas Plain, Cape Floristic 

Region. Quat. Sci. Rev. 106059. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quascirev.2019.106059 

Lambrecht, G, Mallol, C. (2020). Autofluorescence of experimentally heated bone: Potential 

archaeological applications and relevance for estimating degree of burning. J. Archaeol. 

Sci. Rep. Volume 31, June 2020, 102333 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102333 

Lesigyarski, D., Jordanova, N., Kostadinova‐Avramova, M., Bozhinova, E., 2020. Clay source 

and firing temperatures of Roman ceramics: A case study from Plovdiv, Bulgaria. 

Geoarchaeology 35, 2, 287-309 https://doi.org/10.1002/gea.21770 

Mallol, C., Hernández, C., Mercier, N., Falguères, C., Carrancho, Á., Cabanes, D., Vidal-

Matutano, P., Connolly, R., Pérez, L., Mayor, A., Arous, E.B., Galván, B., 2019. Fire and 

brief human occupations in Iberia during MIS 4: Evidence from Abric del Pastor (Alcoy, 

Spain). Sci. Rep. 9, 1–11. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-019-54305-9 

McCauley, B., Collard, M., Sandgathe, D., 2020. A Cross-cultural Survey of On-site Fire Use by 

Recent Hunter-gatherers: Implications for Research on Palaeolithic Pyrotechnology. J. 

Paleolit. Archaeol. https://doi.org/10.1007/s41982-020-00052-7 

Ogloblin Ramírez, I., Galili, E., Be’eri, R., Golan, D., Krakovsky, M., Dayan, A., Shalem, D., 

Shahack-Gross, R., 2020. Heated mud bricks in submerged and coastal Southern 

Levant Pre-Pottery Neolithic C and Late Pottery Neolithic/Early Chalcolithic settlements: 

Diachronic changes in technology and their social implications. J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 

30, 102220. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102220 
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Pargeter, J., Schmidt, P., 2020. ‘Simple’ surface-fire heat treatment significantly improves 

silcrete flake quality and flaking efficiency. J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 30, 102203. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102203 

Patania, I., Goldberg, P., Cohen, D.J., Yuan, J., Wu, X., Bar‐Yosef, O., 2020. 

Micromorphological and FTIR analysis of the Upper Paleolithic early pottery site of 

Yuchanyan cave, Hunan, South China. Geoarchaeology 35, 2, 143-163. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/gea.21771 

Schmidt, P., Hiscock, P., 2020. The antiquity of Australian silcrete heat treatment: Lake Mungo 

and the Willandra Lakes. J. Hum. Evol. 142, 102744. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhevol.2020.102744 

Schmidt, P., Rageot, M., Blessing, M., Tennie, C. (2020). The Zandmotor data do not resolve 

the question whether Middle Paleolithic birch tar making was complex or not. PNAS 

March 3, 2020 117 (9) 4456-4457 https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1919564117 

Sobkowiak-Tabaka, I., Diachenko, A., 2019. Fire and “Noise” in Late Paleolithic Camps: an 

Investigation of Issues in Locating Hearths. J. Paleolit. Archaeol. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s41982-019-00041-5 

Stacey, R.J., Dunne, J., Brunning, S., Devièse, T., Mortimer, R., Ladd, S., Parfitt, K., Evershed, 

R., Bull, I., 2020. Birch bark tar in early Medieval England – Continuity of tradition or 

technological revival? J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 29, 102118. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2019.102118 

Toffolo, M.B., Regev, L., Dubernet, S., Lefrais, Y., Boaretto, E., 2019a. FTIR-Based Crystallinity 

Assessment of Aragonite–Calcite Mixtures in Archaeological Lime Binders Altered by 

Diagenesis. Minerals 9, 121. https://doi.org/10.3390/min9020121 

Toffolo, M.B., Ricci, G., Caneve, L., Kaplan-Ashiri, I., 2019b. Luminescence reveals variations in 

local structural order of calcium carbonate polymorphs formed by different mechanisms. 

Sci. Rep. 9, 1–15. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-019-52587-7 

van Hoesel, A., Reidsma, F.H., van Os, B.J.H., Megens, L., Braadbaart, F., 2019. Combusted 

bone: Physical and chemical changes of bone during laboratory simulated heating under 

oxidising conditions and their relevance for the study of ancient fire use. J. Archaeol. Sci. 

Rep. 28, 102033. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2019.102033 
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Vidal-Matutano, P., Henry, A., Carrión-Marco, Y., Allué, E., 2020. Disentangling human from 

natural factors: Taphonomical value of microanatomical features on archaeological wood 

and charcoal assemblages. J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 31, 102328. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102328 

Wadley, L., Backwell, L., d’Errico, F., Sievers, C., 2020. Cooked starchy rhizomes in Africa 170 

thousand years ago. Science 367, 87–91. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aaz5926 

Weiner, S., Nagorsky, A., Taxel, I., Asscher, Y., Albert, R.M., Regev, L., Yan, X., Natalio, F., 

Boaretto, E., 2020. High temperature pyrotechnology: A macro- and microarchaeology 

study of a late Byzantine-beginning of Early Islamic period (7th century CE) pottery kiln 

from Tel Qatra/Gedera, Israel. J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 31, 102263. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2020.102263 

Withnell, C., de la Torre, I., 2019. Thermal alterations in experimentally-flaked stone tools from 

Olduvai Gorge and their relevance for identification of fire in the Early Stone Age. J. 

Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 27, 101978. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2019.101978 

Yegorov, D., Marder, O., Khalaily, H., Milevski, I., Rosen, S.A., 2020. Heat treated or not heat 

treated: Archaeological and experimental interpretation of flint assemblage from the 

Middle Pre-Pottery Neolithic B site of Yiftahel. J. Archaeol. Sci. Rep. 29, 102090. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2019.102090 
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Ofer Bar-Yosef (1937-2020) 

and the worldwide web of contemporary prehistorians  

 

We would like to share a few words to express our 

admiration for Professor Ofer Bar-Yosef, the George and 

Janet MacCurdy Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology 

and Emeritus Professor in the Harvard University 

Department of Anthropology, who passed away this past 

March 14th. Ofer was a prominent figure in contemporary 

Archaeology, mentor to a good number of renowned 

archaeologists from different countries and best known for his contributions in key topics of 

human evolution: the earliest Out-of-Africa migrations, the Middle-to-Upper Palaeolithic 

Transition and the Neolithic Revolution.  

Ofer knew he wanted to be an archaeologist since he was a young boy and had a high-impact 

academic career from the start. In the 1960s, during his undergraduate and graduate training 

with Moshe Stekelis at the Hebrew University, he laid down the groundwork for all subsequent 

fieldwork and analytical research on the prehistoric lithic technology of Israel. As he continued to 

“push the brush” and bring to light the major prehistoric sites in his country, including ‘Ubeidiya, 

the Mount Carmel cave sites, and key Epipaleolithic sites in Mount Carmel and the Jordan 

Valley, he also spent time in Bordeaux, France, where he connected with François Bordes and 

started to build what became a strong and friendly network of French and Israeli prehistorians. 

Ofer received the title of Honoris Causa from the University of Bordeaux on March 12 th, 2018.  

After twenty-one years of teaching prehistoric archaeology in the Hebrew University he moved 

to the United States as a professor at Harvard University in the Department of Anthropology. 

From then onward The Stone Age Lab became a friendly, international research hub and 

production center for many seminal papers and site monographs. With Ofer behind the wheel, 

the first one in and the last one out, the lab was always thriving with field projects, important 

guests and discussions about “winners and losers” in human evolution. His more than 400 

published contributions were the product of a love for work that was as catchy as his whistling 

when he was around.  

One of the topics to which Ofer contributed significantly was fire in prehistory. His excavations in 

Kebara Cave in the 1980s furnished exceptional evidence of Neanderthal use of fire. In 1996 

Ofer working on an experimental hearth at 
Hayonim Cave. Photo courtesy Mary Stiner 
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and 1997 he teamed up with professors Paul Goldberg and Steve Weiner, his “magicians”, and 

together with Chinese colleagues they carried out investigations in Locality 1 at Zhoukoudian, 

China, debunking a previous hypothesis about the use of fire by humans at Layer 10 from this 

locality, which dates to around 500,000 years ago. As other pioneering interdisciplinary studies 

orchestrated by Ofer, this work set an example and paved the way for the high-resolution 

geoarchaeological approach that is now the state-of-the-art. As part of this approach, Ofer 

always insisted on the importance of experimentation and ethnoarchaeology and in 2006 he 

encouraged us to investigate fire use among the Hadza hunter-gatherers.  

Ofer’s life and career, through his powerful ability to make associations and synthesize social 

complexity in combination with a passion for fieldwork and his sociable, kind nature set the 

stage for a good part of what interdisciplinary international research in prehistory is today. You 

will always be remembered, and we will try to dig faster.   

 

Carolina Mallol 

 


